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Timeline

9 July 2020

Governing Board adopts initial 
Return to Learn Plan

23 July 2020

Governor issues Executive 
Order 2020-51

10 Aug. 2020

Schools start in enhanced 
distance learning

18 Aug. 2020

Governing Board approves use 
of ADHS Benchmark metrics for 

reopening schools

14 Sep. 2020

Phased-in Return to In-Person 
learning begins

12 Oct. 2020

All campuses open for in-
person instruction through 

“natural hybrid”
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Benchmark 
Metrics

• Initial benchmarks provided by AzDHS on 
August 6th

• Provided criteria for returning to in-person 
instruction in hybrid and full-return along 
with recommendations for when to return 
to all virtual education with onsite support

• Updated guidance on 10/20/20 which 
revised criteria for returning to virtual 
learning

• Both documents include a 
recommendation to consult with County 
Public Health officials and leave the final 
decision in the hands of local governing 
boards
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ADHS Benchmarks
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SUSD COVID Metrics
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COVID Case Data
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Quarantine Numbers
through 11/19/2020

• 1517 as a result of close contact in school with a lab-confirmed positive 
COVID case

• 315 as a result of exposure outside of school

• 1832 total quarantined 
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MCDPH 
Considerations

the level of community transmission

whether cases have been identified among students and staff

if cases are identified, how many classrooms are affected

percent absenteeism in the school

student population being affected (i.e., age of students, 
classrooms affected, etc.)

the model of instruction delivery and mitigation plans in place

the importance of in-person education to the social, emotional, 
and academic growth and well-being of the student population

https://www.maricopa.gov/5594/School-Metrics
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Mitigation Strategies

• Universal mask-wearing requirement 
• Physical distancing (including minimum 3’ separation between students in 

classrooms)
• Increased hand-washing stations (36 new at elementary and K-8)
• Enhanced cleaning protocols
• Stay home when sick 
• Identify, isolate, quarantine close contacts of positive cases
• Hybrid model (with 70% of students in person and 30% online)

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2020/11/emergency-measure-2020-04.pdf
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Sub Fill Rate
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Research on impact of in-person 
learning/school closures

• Estimation of US Children’s Educational Attainment and Years of Life Lost Associated With Primary School 
Closures During the Coronavirus Disease 2019 Pandemic.  Journal of American Medical Association

• We’ve figured out it’s safe to have schools open. Keep them that way. Washington Post

• The Health 202: The evidence doesn't support closing schools to stop the coronavirus. Washington Post

• Why Are We Closing Schools? The Atlantic 

• UNICEF warns of a ‘lost generation’ and finds school closures are ineffective. NY Times

https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/10.1001/jamanetworkopen.2020.28786?utm_source=For_The_Media&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ftm_links&utm_term=111220&fbclid=IwAR3kEIvaDN8X6va6IRAhToPBInj6ETom8eFsBEZkLdLaVOp9S3EnjP1F50Q
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2020/11/19/covid-safe-keep-schools-open/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2020/11/20/health-202-evidence-doesnt-support-closing-schools-stop-coronavirus/
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2020/11/ease-restrictions-schools-dont-close-them/617146/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/19/world/unicef-warns-of-a-lost-generation-and-finds-school-closures-are-ineffective.html?campaign_id=9&emc=edit_nn_20201120&instance_id=24296&nl=the-morning&regi_id=77905149&segment_id=45029&te=1&user_id=0d698d207e208621c9c0370215758c26
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“The nation's top infectious disease expert, 
Anthony S. Fauci, said last night he too was a 
proponent of keeping schools open if at all 

feasible. ’One of the things we need to do...is try 
to keep the kids in school,’ Fauci, director of the 

National Institute for Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases, told CNN yesterday. ‘My feeling is the 
default condition is to keep the schools open if 

you possibly can.’”

Washington Post (11/20/20)
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Discussion
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